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WESTJET EXCEEDS 1 MILLION LAS VEGAS PASSENGERS IN 2013 AND 
ANNOUNCES MORE FLIGHTS TO McCARRAN FROM CANADA  

 

-  Canadian carrier to increase Las Vegas flights from six cities - 
 

LAS VEGAS – Already the largest supplier of international air passengers to Las Vegas, 
Canadian airline WestJet commemorated news of its record-setting 1 million passenger count at 
McCarran International Airport in 2013 by announcing plans to increase nonstop service into the 
entertainment capital with 18 additional weekly flights starting this summer. Beginning in June, 
the carrier will boost its Las Vegas offerings in multiple cities to a total of 76 weekly, non-stop 
flights.  
 
“In 2013, WestJet became the first foreign airline to carry over 1 million guests to/from Las 
Vegas in a single year – proof that the destination is as popular as ever for Canadians,” said John 
Weatherill, WestJet’s Director, Network and Schedule Planning. “We’re pleased to announce a 
major expansion of our Las Vegas service with our summer 2014 schedule.  WestJet will make it 
easier than ever for Canadians to get away to the excitement of Las Vegas!” 
 
WestJet already offers seasonal service to Las Vegas from Victoria, British Columbia; and 
Regina and Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. Beginning in June, the carrier will add summer flights 
twice weekly to each city, effectively making these three markets year-round connections for the 
first time. Edmonton, Alberta, will gain four flights per week beginning in the summer, 
increasing its weekly total to 14, and the Calgary, Alberta, weekly schedule will increase by six 
flights this summer to 20 per week. 
 
In addition to the expanded service, WestJet also plans to introduce new service to Las Vegas 
from Fort McMurray, Alberta, with two weekly flights beginning June 24th.  In total, WestJet 
now offers non-stop service to Las Vegas from 10 Canadian cities on a year-round basis and two 
others on a seasonal schedule. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
“McCarran International Airport has welcomed flights from outside the United States for 46 
years, starting out small but enjoying tremendous growth over the past several years. I am elated 
to see WestJet become our first international airline partner to exceed 1 million annual 
passengers, and I am even more excited about the additional service it will offer to and from 
Canada in 2014,” said Rosemary A. Vassiliadis, Director of Aviation for Clark County, NV. 
 
Canada is the No. 1 source of international visitors to Las Vegas. Visitors from the market 
totaled 1.9 million in 2012. The new service will add 37 percent more seats from June through 
August and generate approximately $149.3 million in annual non-gaming economic impact. 
 
“WestJet has been an invaluable partner for years, and we are extremely pleased it continues to 
increase its investment in Las Vegas,” said Cathy Tull, senior vice president of marketing for the 
Las Vegas Convention and Visitors Authority (LVCVA). “These new flight additions illustrate 
the demand for Las Vegas among Canadian travelers and reiterate WestJet’s confidence in Las 
Vegas as a good business decision.” 
 
All WestJet service additions will begin in June, arriving at McCarran International Airport’s 
Terminal 3. 
 
 
ABOUT THE LVCVA 
The Las Vegas Convention and Visitors Authority (LVCVA) is charged with marketing Southern Nevada as a 
tourism and convention destination worldwide, and also with operating the Las Vegas Convention Center and 
Cashman Center.  With more than 150,000 hotel rooms in Las Vegas alone and 10.8 million square feet of meeting 
and exhibit space citywide, the LVCVA's mission centers on attracting ever increasing numbers of leisure and 
business visitors to the area.  For more information, go to www.lvcva.com or www.lasvegas.com.    
 
ABOUT MCCARRAN INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 
Located in Las Vegas, Nevada, McCarran International Airport serves as the gateway to nearly half of Southern 
Nevada’s approximately 40 million annual visitors. The airport is owned and operated by Clark County, whose 
aviation system also includes four smaller general aviation airports. McCarran operates more than 100 gates, serving 
approximately 30 international and domestic carriers. Its Terminal 3, which opened June 2012, houses all 
international arrivals, and includes an expansive U.S. Customs and Border Protection port of entry to help expedite 
travelers’ entry into the United States. McCarran is also recognized as a global leader in the use of aviation 
technologies to improve the travel experience. In 2012, McCarran ranked as the ninth-busiest airport in North 
America and 24th-busiest airport in the world, based on passenger numbers reported by Airports Council 
International. 
 

 


